Animal Cube Activity

Cube Designed by Dr. Kim Nichols, Collins Hill High School

1. Working in small groups of students, provide each group with the number cube.  Have the students determine the pattern and predict the number on the bottom.  There are multiple patterns to observe and discuss.

2. Provide each group with the Animal Cube and ask groups to do the following:

A. Observe and record patterns.  (type of animal, number position, etc.,)

B. Predict and record what each number on the cube indicates.

Upper right:  1st letter alphabet position; a = 1

Lower right:  # of letters in animal name

Lower left:  Last letter of word alphabet position

3. Have students hypothesize the type of animal on the unknown side and why they predict it is that animal.

4. Each group of students has been given one piece of the unknown side of the cube.  Have them predict which piece of information is most valuable.  

5. Working with the information they have on their cube, have them make predictions about the type of animal.

6. Ask them to share their cube information with one other group and make predictions about the type of animal.

7. Reveal to the whole group information in the following order:

A. # of letters 

B. first letter

C. last letter

8. In the end, the groups determine the animal could be mouse or moose, but they cannot confirm which answer is correct.

9. Proceed with a discussion of inquiry, make predictions, finding patterns, developing hypothesis, sharing information with other scientist, and working together to solve a problem, etc.

10. Have students use a blank cube to make their own cube with patterns and share with the class.

